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1. Preamble

Homework encompasses a variety of activities which students are asked to do outside lesson
time, either individually or with the assistance of their parents/ guardians. Homework is seen as
an extension of schoolwork, rather than additional work. In supporting a student’s homework,
parents and carers are supporting their learning as well as raising their achievement and self-
esteem through the interest they take in their work. Homework is designed to act as a
meaningful and worthwhile experience for the students.

2. Aims

Through this policy the school aims to:

Revise and consolidate new concepts

Establish a homework routine

Foster positive attitudes towards independent learning

Prepare students for the next stage of learning

Develop study skills and concentration

Develop organisation and time management skills.

Develop a positive work ethic.

Provide a link between school and parents.

Communicate to the student that learning takes place both outside as well as inside
the school.

3. Expectations and Responsibilities

The school believes that homework makes the greatest contribution to learning when students
and parents/guardians are clear about expectations.

3.1. Teachers

Teachers are expected to:

° Provide sufficient guidelines so that children and parents/guardians know what is
required.

° Make the due date of each task explicit

° Mark homework and give constructive feedback as appropriate

3.2. Parents

Parents/ guardians can help their children by:

° Providing a suitable place and time, as well as the necessary equipment to ensure the
successful completion of the homework task

° Ensure that they set aside a regular session to read and complete homework daily.

° Supporting reading development by listening to their children read, reading to their

children and discussing texts with their children.
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° Parents are expected to take an interest in their child’s homework, giving help and
guidance where necessary.

° Parents should ensure that the homework is completed on time and returned to school
on the due date.

3.3. Students

° Students must listen carefully to the instructions provided.

° Students must hand in their homework on the due date

° Students must complete their homework to the best of their ability and take pride in the
presentation of their homework.

° When students are finished their homework tasks, they are responsible for packing their
own suitcase, ensuring that everything they will need for the next day is ready.

° Students should spend time completing homework and working on assignments daily.

4. Homework Content

Homework will comprise a combination of reading tasks, learning tasks and writing tasks. The
balance between these tasks may vary from time to time and from class to class.

4.1. Foundation Stage:

Pre-Reception and Reception

There is a strong connection between family involvement and student achievement. No
homework is set in the Foundation Stage, but parental interest in what students are learning
supports the student’s development in these early years. Learning outside of the classroom can
include playing, talking, listening, viewing and reading together in English, or in the family’s first
language, and exposing the child to a wide range of experiences.

Students in the Reception Year must read the readers sent home every day to a parent or
guardian. A weekly focus page is uploaded to Google Classroom every Monday to provide
parents with the topics and work to be covered each week. Parents are encouraged to spend
time with their children going through the work to consolidate and practice skills.

4.2.  Junior Primary:

Students must read the readers sent home every day to a parent or guardian. A weekly focus
page is uploaded to Google Classroom every Monday to provide parents with the topics and
work to be covered each week. Parents are encouraged to spend time with their children going
through the work to consolidate and practice skills.

At times, teachers may send work home to be finished or give a student some extra work to
assist in supporting their academic progress.
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4.3. Senior Primary:

Homework provides benefits to students in Senior Primary, particularly with respect to student
attitude toward school and learning.

Homework may take the form of consolidation, practicing of skills, independent work, research
for projects or work not completed in class.

We encourage building a culture around revising and consolidating concepts at home. This can
be done by setting up routines at home and consolidating the day’s work. We encourage
students to practice reading and mental math strategies at home to support their academic
progress.

4.4. High School:

Homework for High School students can contribute to improved achievement and reinforce the
attributes and characteristics needed to meet the demands of the academic rigor necessary for
success. Homework shall be purposefully planned to reinforce, extend and/or develop
independence and to develop the habits required for effective studying.

Homework mostly takes the form of independent work, studying and research. Homework is not
limited to a specific time and will vary according to work ethic, subject choice and time of the
academic year, to just mention a few factors

5. lllness

When children are ill, a discretionary decision will be made as to the expectation with which they
will be required to catch up on homework missed. However, if a student suffers from an
ongoing illness, the school and the parents may choose to formulate arrangements so as to
ensure that the student is able to bridge gaps in vital parts of the curriculum which they may
have missed. It is the responsibility of the student to find out what they have missed. This must
be done on the day of their return to school.

6. Unsatisfactory Homework

If a student’s homework is deemed unsatisfactory or they simply fail to complete it, they may be
asked to re-do the relevant tasks at home as extra homework. Consistently poor effort will
result in the child being given a debit and, if necessary, detention.

7. Monitoring, Evaluation and Marking

Teachers monitor the quality of the work completed for homework and evaluate its effect on
student progress, self-esteem and motivation. Teachers will ensure that all work is marked and
that students are given appropriate feedback.
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8. Non-Submission of Assignments

In order for students to know what is expected of them, it is necessary that all staff follow the
same procedure when collecting assignments.

This procedure is to be adhered to in order for all students to be treated fairly. This will also
ensure that students know what is expected of them, that meeting deadlines is imperative and a
good quality to learn for future use in the workplace.

It is therefore a requirement for all staff to follow the procedure outlined below.

9. Procedure to follow for the submission of work:
e Provide set dates for CASS tasks on the termly calendar (High School staff only)

e Stick to set dates unless it is absolutely necessary to change them. Communicate this
change timeously to students and remind them regularly.

e When collecting work, the teacher must tick on a class list that the assignment was
handed in on time.

e Should a student be ill on the due date, the parent must arrange for the assignment to
be delivered to school on the due date, or the assignment must be emailed to the
subject teacher.

e Students who need to leave school on the day a CASS task is due must submit the work
before leaving the premises

9.1. Procedure to follow when work is not submitted:
° Non-submission of CASS assignment — email parents and cc Subject Head

° Should the assignment still not be submitted two days after the due date, the
Coordinator must be informed and s/he must follow up with the student. The assignment
must be submitted by the next day.

° Should the assignment remain outstanding on the third day, the student will be
required to attend detention and the Academic Head must be informed.

° Detention will only be given if the teacher has followed the correct procedure of
contacting parents, etc. Proof of this correspondence must be provided to the Head of
Discipline and Academic Head.

° The student will be placed into detention for one hour.

° The student will be required to complete the assignment during their detention

° At the end of the session, the assignment will be submitted for assessment, even if it is
incomplete.
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